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Come out and

Madison Parks Hayrides
Enjoy a crisp fall evening or afternoon with a hayride in Madison Parks. Madison Parks is offering hayrides in, 
Elver Park, Olin Park and Cherokee Marsh this September, October and November. The hay wagon, pulled by a 
tractor, will take your group on a scenic tour of the park. The special event hayrides do not require a reservation 
and are generally held as part of a larger event in that park. The group rides are perfect for scout troops, church 
groups or birthday parties, and include a campfire and s’mores. Please note that participants will need to enter/exit 
the wagon using a step ladder.

Enjoy the hayrides TWO different ways:

1.  SPECIAL EVENT HAYRIDES:
Bring your family to one of our special event hayrides. No reservation is necessary for these rides, and they are 
perfect for family outings. $2/person.
Sept. 21, 9a.m.-noon, Warner Park as part of “Trucks & Treasures” event
Sept. 29, 3-5p.m., Cherokee Marsh as part of “Celebrate Bird City” event
Oct. 5, 10a.m.-3p.m., Elver Park as part of “Madison Parks Fall Festival” event
Oct. 19, 1-4p.m., Cherokee Marsh for “Hikes and Hayrides” event
Oct. 25, 2-5p.m., “Downtown Family Halloween”, around the Capitol Square, pick up/drop off in front of Capitol 
Kids store.
Nov. 16, 5:30-8:30p.m. - Olin Park for “Holiday Lights and Hayrides.” Pick up/drop off at the Turville Woods parking 
lot at corner of Olin Ave and John Nolen Drive.
 
2.  GROUP HAYRIDES - perfect for birthday parties, scout troops, faith groups, school or work parties. Group hayrides 
are one hour: 30 minute ride, 30 minute campfire including s’mores. 
To Register: See the website to view the schedule and call Madison Parks Office at (608) 266-4711. Advance 
registration required. 
Cost: $85.00 + tax per group (1-24 people). 



2014 Gates of Heaven & Madison 
Park Shelters Reservations begin 
November 12, 2013
Madison Parks has 20 shelters nestled in Madison’s 
unique and scenic parks. Each shelter has a 
restroom, electricity and water and are an ideal 
location for your graduation party, family reunion, 
company picnic or wedding. 

There is a high demand for Park shelters so don’t 
wait to reserve your date!

Reservation Lottery System
A number lottery system will be used that morning 
to ensure fairness for the patrons wishing to reserve 
the more popular shelters and summer weekend 
dates. Numbered tickets will be distributed 
beginning at 7:30a.m., with the drawing begining 
promptly at 8:00a.m. Phone-in reservations will 
begin at 11:00a.m. Because of the lottery system, it 
will not be in anyone’s best interest to arrive at the 
Madison Parks office before 7:30a.m.

Only ONE ticket per reservation is allowed. This is 
for fairness to all of the other people trying to make 
a reservation for their special day. Failure to abide 
by those rules may result in losing your reservation.

Long-standing annual special events will be 
reserved in advance of the Park Shelter reservation 
date. Those 2014 event dates will be posted on the 
Madison Parks website by November 5.

Please note that on November 12, full payment for 
the shelter reservation and permits are due on that 
day. If your group is a non-profit, you must have 
your tax exempt number (ES#) with you that day.

Madison Parks Office | 
210 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd, Suite 104 | 
Madison, WI 53703
Office (608) 266-4711 | Fax (608) 267-1162 | 
TDD (866) 704-2315
www.cityofmadison.com/parks/plan/reserve/

 

Bird City 
Celebration!  

  Attention Bird and Nature Lovers!  
Help Madison and Maple Bluff kick 
off our first Bird City Celebration on 
Sunday, September 29  at the Warner 
Park Community Center on Madison’s north side.  
  Bird City is similar to Tree City.  The Bird City flag and 
attractive street signs recognize communities that work 
together to help birds, preserve natural habitat, and commit 
to making further improvements. This is what makes 
Madison and Maple Bluff such nice communities - but a lot 
of people don’t know about the natural areas in their own 
neighborhoods and the birds that live in them!  The Bird City 
Celebration is a chance to learn about nearby natural areas 
in your parks and neighborhoods and the birds and wildlife 
that pass through or make it their home.  Nature recreation 
and bird watching are huge - join in the fun!
  All events are FREE except the hayrides at Cherokee 
Marsh are $2/person.  You can come to individual events or 
stay for the day!  
  Things kick off with a Kids Bird Song Sing-Along and Bird 
Puppet Parade at 11a.m. at the Warner Park Community 
Center entrance circle.  Families and kids are encouraged to 
make a bird costume and join in the fun!
  The Bird City Flag and Keynote Talk will be presented to 
Madison and Maple Bluff officials in the Warner Park Center 
Community Room at 11:30 a.m.  Partner tables will have 
displays about nature recreation and education activities, 
birds, habitat restoration and artwork on display from noon 
to 4 p.m.   Stick around for fascinating presentations, 
educational walks and fun activities every hour at Warner 
Park and nearby locations throughout the afternoon!  
  Pick up a Bird City Celebration Passport Map at Warner 
Park Community Center or at any of the activities and get it 
stamped at each location!  Bird Madison Parks with experts.  
Bird City talks and activities will be held at Warner Park at 
2p.m, Maple Bluff Marina at 3pm, Lakeview Hill Park at 4p.m, 
and Cherokee Marsh Hayrides from 3-5p.m. and Cherokee 
Marsh bird walk from 5-7p.m.  
Bird City is a combined effort by Madison Parks, Madison 
Audubon Society, Friends of Cherokee Marsh and other 
organizations.  
  See http://madisonaudubon.org/audubon/birdcity for a full 
schedule of events and the Wisconsin Bird City web page at 
http://birdcitywisconsin.org for more information about what it 
means to be a Bird City
  Please contact event facilitator paul_noeldner@hotmail.com 
or call 608-698-0104 if you have questions or would like to 
volunteer to help or participate at a partner table or a walk. 



Men’s City Public Links Golf Tournament
To wrap up the summer of 2013, the City of Madison hosted their annual 
Men’s City Public Links Golf Tournament. This tourney, which began 
in 1927, is a two day, 36 hole championship tournament held at two of 
Madison’s premier public golf courses: the Odana Hills Golf Course and 
the Yahara Hills Golf Course. The ‘PubLinks Golf Tourney’ is an amateur 
tournament solely for public golf course players. This championship 
tournament features men of all skill levels and provides them with a place 
to get together and have a great weekend while 
teeing it up!

 
This year’s tourney was on August 24th and 25th and it boasted 53 participants. After a long 
weekend of swinging, driving and putting, the overall champion of the Men’s City Public 
Links Golf Tournament was Matt Pagel with a raw score of 71-76 or an overall score of 147. 
In addition to this impressive championship, Pagel is the president of the Yahara Hills Golf 
Association. The runners-up, Mike Krueger and Kevin Nurmi, tied for 2nd place with an 
overall score from both days of 152. Both of these astounding players are members of the 
Odana Hills Golf Association. Nurmi is even a past champion of this tournament. 

Ryan Brinza, this year’s tournament director, is attempting to make next year’s Public Links 
Golf Tournament bigger and better than ever by seeking out as many players as possible. 

So if you’re an amateur golf course player, keep your eyes peeled for the 2014 Tourney!

Madison Parks Fall Festival
Saturday, October 5, 10a.m. - 3p.m.
Elver Park, 1250 McKenna Blvd

What better way to enjoy the fall weather than spending a pleasant afternoon 
at the park perusing handmade crafts and works of art? Join Madison Parks for 
the 2nd annual Fall Festival Craft Fair on October 5th from 10a.m.-3p.m. This 
free arts and craft show will be held rain or shine in Elver Park, 1250 McKenna 
Boulevard. 

“Last year the city introduced an arts and crafts show to our Fall Festival and 
it was a big hit,” said Recreation Services Coordinator Anne Whisner. “We are 
really excited to bring the Fall Festival Craft Fair back this year with talented 
crafters, food vendors and fun activities for families. There truly is something for 
everyone. Definitely come check it out.” 

The Fall Festival Craft Fair will showcase local artists, crafters and food vendors. Artists and crafters will be selling 
original, handmade pieces such as pottery, jewelry, quilts, paintings and other decorative pieces. Take a break from all 
the shopping with delicious food from some of Madison’s favorite local food vendors. 

This family-friendly event will also feature exciting activities for kids, including hayrides around the park and fall 
themed activities. All are welcome to enjoy the changing fall seasons on a hayride for only $2 per person. Later, stop 
by one of the activity tables to make your own masterpiece. 

To find more information about the Fall Festival Craft Fair or to register to be a vendor, please visit http://www.
cityofmadison.com/parks/celebrate/fallfestival.cfm

fall festival
madison parks’



Madison Parks Employee of the Month - Jay Schiro

The Madison Parks Division Employee of the Month program recognizes employees who have exhibited 
outstanding performance in the areas of customer service, leadership, work ethic or have represented 
themselves as an exemplary Parks Ambassador. 

 For Jay Schiro, the past 34 years have been fun-filled as he has worked for 
the City of Madison Parks Division. In 1979, Jay began to serve the city by spending his days as a dedicated 
employee of the Henry Vilas Zoo. During his time at the zoo, Jay designed a zoo logo for the uniform sleeves of zoo 
employees. But that was just the beginning of Jay’s civic involvement.
 Today, Jay is a Parks Maintenance Worker. He works outdoors year-round in our Wisconsin weather to keep 
our parks looking beautiful. His responsibilities include mowing grass, plowing snow, pruning trees, maintaining the 
ice rinks, and setting up tennis courts, basketball courts and soccer fields – the whole nine yards! 
 Throughout the years, Jay has been known for his appreciation of the unique. “He has an interesting 
personality,” mentions East Parks Maintenance Supervisor, Craig Klinke, as he reminisces about a time many years 
ago when Jay brought him a gift. While Jay was a devoted employee of the Henry Vilas Zoo, he brought Craig a 
strand of real elephant hair that he had discovered at the zoo. This moment made Craig smile in such a genuine way 
that he still keeps that elephant hair in his desk to this day.
 Jay has been an indispensable and respected member of the City of Madison Parks Maintenance team 
over the years. He has influenced everyone’s lives by bringing “institutional knowledge, intelligence and a sense of 
humor” to the table, notes his supervisor, Craig Klinke.
 One of Jay’s favorite things about being a Parks Maintenance Worker is spending time in Madison’s 265 
parks. Almost every day, Jay eats breakfast or lunch in one of the parks or by one of the lakes: appreciating his job 
to the fullest. Jay proudly admits that working for the City of Madison “has been his life’s recreation” as it has been 
a pastime that has graced him with relaxation and enjoyment. Outside of Madison Parks, Jay loves spending time 
with his family, particularly his 6-year-old grandchild, whom he is enormously proud of. We commend you, Jay, on 34 
wonderful years of a job well done!

Moonlight Movies...

The last Madison Parks Moonlight Movie for 
the season is this month!  

The Princess Bride: Friday, Sept 27th 
Garner Park, Movie starts at 7p.m.

The movie series is sponsored by Zimbrick 
Honda and is in celebration of the 10 
year anniversary of the Madison Parks 
Foundation. 

MADISON PARKS

YEARS



Madison Parks recently hosted its 9th Ride the Drive 
community event on August 18th. Ride the Drive is a unique 
way to experience Madison neighborhoods. This family-
friendly event is just one of the many ways that Madison 
attempts to improve the health and wellness of its residents. 
Ride the Drive showcases neighborhoods and spreads 
awareness of bicycling as a viable mode of transportation. 

This carefree, car-free event featured a 3-mile loop along 
some of the city’s most beautiful streets on the Westside in 
the Hill Farms neighborhood. City streets were blocked off 
from vehicle traffic and opened up for Madison residents 
to bicycle, rollerblade, walk down, or just stroll along the 
streets and enjoy the festival atmosphere. There were three 
‘villages’ set up along the route at two of Madison’s parks: 
Garner Park and Rennebohm Park. In these villages there 
were activities and entertainment for the whole family, some 
highlights include yoga, a music stage, misting tents and 
bouncy houses. 

Over 12,000 participants of all ages enjoyed Ride the Drive–
Westside and was an excellent illustration of true community 
involvement. Anne Whisner, Event Coordinator, stated 
that “It was an exciting day to see 12,000 attendees and 
neighborhood residents come out and enjoy 5 hours of fun, 
exercise and entertainment on a beautiful day.”  Needless to 
say, Ride the Drive-Westside was a success!

Madison Parks would like to thank all the wonderful 
volunteers who came out to help and make the event 
a success. Madison Parks would also like to extend a 
gracious thanks to the residents living in the area and the 
neighboring churches for their assistance and support. This 
day was made special by the volunteers and the Westside 
neighbors so Madison Parks commends you for your 
participation. Madison Parks would also like to thank the 
105.5 Triple MMM radio station as Ride the Drive would not 
have been possible without their tremendous support. 
Whether you love to bike or just enjoy the outdoors, don’t 
miss out on next summer’s 2014 Ride the Drive events!



Once in a career… 
By Rich Bergmann, Madison Parks Construction Supervisor

A new bulldozer brings new ideas to an age-old process. Receiving a new bulldozer, something done maybe once 
every 20 years, is really a once in a career experience for most construction workers. 
Madison Parks is unique in the Parks and Recreation world in that we have our own construction crew. Instead 
of needing to hire out every phase of a construction project, we can look to our own talented internal staff to build 
the new parks, or repair existing parks. But, during the downturn in the economy, all businesses, including city 
government were looking for way to stretch its budget. The Madison Parks Construction section was no different. 

In the world of construction, talented staff and appropriate equipment are necessary. In a three year period, three 
quarters of the staff retired. In looking at our aging equipment, some of them were reaching retirement age as well. 
Due to the staff retirements, I decided to downsize and sell one of our dump trucks to the Streets Division. I then took 
a hard look at our aging tracked equipment. 

The oldest, at 24 years old, is a very capable tracked front-end loader. The Caterpillar 963 was the best technology 
for the time. Since the Recession, the construction crew has worked more on park renovations rather than building 
new parks like during the housing market boom. Being able to push dirt and load dirt it has advantages. With just shy 
of 9,000 working hours, it has seen some serious work.

The second tracked unit is a conventional bulldozer at 19 years old. This Caterpillar D3 came to the city as an open 
cab and was soon converted to an enclosed cab due to dust inhalation. This combination never worked well. The 
dozer itself is the second smallest size in the bulldozer world. It is a great finish dozer for the type of work we do, but 
couldn’t handle bigger jobs without taking smaller, repetitive passes. This, in essence, was costing more to operate. 

We decided to sell both of those pieces of equipment, and purchase a larger bulldozer from John Deere.

As the bulldozer was being manufactured, John Deere invited the Madison Parks Construction staff to come to the 
plant in Dubuque, Iowa and see it being assembled. Three Parks Construction employees used a vacation day and 
took the opportunity to go on the “Gold Key Tour”.     The process of assembly is truly amazing. We were able to see 
raw steel cut, welded, painted and assembled in one of the cleanest plants in the country. With a building at 1.1 miles 
long and 4 million square feet they can build a complete bulldozer from start to finish in four days. This is alongside 
with three other pieces of equipment that is manufactured there.

Our tour started on the last day of our bulldozer’s assembly. John Deere assigns a 35+ year active employee to give 
us a tour, talk about his career and answer any questions we may have. The last step of the tour is where they thread 
the tracks on and present us with a plaque and a “Gold Key”.

The new unit is a John Deere 650 LGP. This unit is 
all hydra-static. That means, there is no transmission, 
therefore, no strain on the engine. This translates into 
an incredibly fuel efficient motor. It is also known as a 
series 4 motor designed to clean the exhaust as to, not 
emit black smoke. Gone are the “knuckle buster” controls. 
In their place are two joysticks that control the machine 
with absolute precision. The cab is completely enclosed 
with heat and A/C to keep the operator out of the dust yet 
comfortable.    

As an equipment operator turned supervisor, I can truly 
appreciate every feature on this new unit. With the size and 
power it will allow the Madison Parks Construction crew to 
work more efficiently using less fuel. Since it will be another 
20 years or more until a new one is purchased, this truly 
was once in a career experience! 



Walk with a Doc
presented by Madison Parks
An impressive lineup of topics and parks for the fall !
 
http://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/celebrate/walkwithadoc.cfm
 
(Madison, WI)  Walk with a Doc is a free program for anyone interested in 
taking steps for their health by enjoying a refreshing, rejuvenating walk in 
the park.   People of all ages and abilities are invited to participate.  
 
   
•         Saturday, September 14, 9:00 a.m. – Topic: Breast Cancer    
Owen Conservation Park, 6021 Old Sauk Road 
Physician: Dr. Lee Wilke, UW Health Breast Center, which offers patient-centered care in a multi-disciplinary setting.  From 
screenings to diagnostic services and treatment of breast disease, both benign and malignant, as well as prevention and 
survivorship plans, this team of physicians and staff offers compassion, expertise and individualized care. In honor of Breast 
Cancer Awareness month, join Dr. Lee Wilke and a team of physicians for a walk at Owen Conservation Park.  Dr. Wilke and 
other Breast Center physicians will lead a discussion on the latest in breast cancer research, signs and symptoms of breast 
cancer, and treatment options.
 
•         Sunday, September 22, 10:00 a.m. – Topic: Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD)  Door Creek Park
Physician: Dr. Peter Mason, UW Health Cardiovascular Medicine Clinic, is a board-certified physician with specialties in 
cardiovascular medicine, internal medicine, and interventional cardiology. In honor of PAD Awareness month, Dr. Mason will 
lead a walk through Door Creek Park. PAD stands for peripheral arterial disease, a common circulatory problem in which 
arteries narrow or have build-up that reduce blood flow to your limbs. 
 
•         Monday, October 7, 6:00 p.m. – Topic: How to ask your doctor effective questions,  Hoyt Park
Physician: Dr. Michael Garren, UW Health Surgery and Complex Hernia Clinic, is certified by the American Board of Surgery, 
is a fellow in the American College of Surgeons and a member of the American Society for Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery. 
His clinical specialties include minimally invasive bariatric surgery as well as other advanced laparoscopic procedures, 
including colon, antireflux and hernia surgery. He is co-medical director of the UW Health Bariatric Surgery Program. Dr. 
Garren will be discussing how to ask your doctor effective questions that lead to the best treatment and prevention for your 
health. 
 
•         Saturday, October 19, 10:00 a.m.  Walk with a Doc and a Dog    Warner Park - Dog Park
Physicians: Dr. Mon L. Yee, MD, is a Meriter Health family physician, with his primary clinic in DeForest and has special 
interests in preventative care. Dr. Maria Verbrugge, DVM, is a UW School of Veterinary Medicine primary care physician for 
cats and dogs. Dr. Verbrugge also serves on the Dog Sellers Advisory Committee for Wisconsin as a technical expert, and has 
assisted the Dane County Humane Society with their ringworm treatment program. Join us as we learn about our own health, 
and our favorite pet’s health too, at our Walk with a Doc and a Dog event.  
 
•         Sunday, November 10, 10:00 a.m. – Topic: Healthcare Reform    Elver Park, 1250 McKenna Boulevard
Physicians: Dr. Melissa Stiles and Dr. Laurel Mark.  Dr. Stiles is a UW Health physician with special interests in geriatrics, 
medical student education and violence prevention. She is also a professor with the UW Department of Family Medicine, in 
addition to being a steering committee member for the Wisconsin Chapter of Physicians for a National Health Program. Dr. 
Mark has 30-plus years of experience as a physician, and practices internal medicine. With health care reform a hot topic in 
today’s news, Dr. Stiles and Dr. Mark will address the upcoming changes with the new health care law, the Affordable Care 
Act, discuss the limitations of the law and what it means for you. 



CRACKLE – Fire & Froth
Friday, September 27, 7–10 p.m.

Enjoy a crisp fall evening in the outdoor gardens at 
Olbrich Botanical Gardens. Watch the flames from 
bonfires dance on the Great Lawn, groove to live 
music from the reggae band Natty Nation, savor 
local food from Food Fight restaurants, and sip 
frothy Wisconsin brews. Tickets are $20 for Olbrich 
members and $25 for the general public. New this 
year – get your advance tickets online starting 
September 3. Check 

 for more information and to purchase tickets 
online. Food and beverages are an additional cost 
above ticket price. In case of inclement weather, 
CRACKLE will be held indoors. Weather permitting, 
additional tickets will be available at the door! 

September 21, 9a.m. - noon
Warner Park
Trucks and Treasures is an all-new event this year and 
features the Kids to Kids Garage Sale and Big Rig Gig. 
The event first debuted in May at Elver Park and was 
a resounding success. This fall’s event will be held at 
Warner Park on September 21 from 9am-noon. 

Trucks and Treasures combines two of Madison’s 
favorite kid-friendly events to create a fun experience 
for the whole family. In the past, these events have 
drawn more than 2,000 attendees, so together Trucks 
and Treasures is sure to attract large crowds!  

“We’ve had such great turn outs at both the Big Rig 
Gig and the Kids to Kids Garage Sale, so we thought 
combining them would make for a fantastic family-
friendly event,” said Recreation Services Coordinator 
Anne Whisner. “The May event was a blast, and we 
are very excited for our second Trucks and Treasures 
on September 21st!” 

At the Kids to Kids Garage Sale, children can reserve 
a booth to sell their gently used toys, books, games 
and more! There are approximately 60 booths 
available and parents may reserve their child’s space 
by filling out the vendor registration form. Event 
attendees are sure to find all sorts of treasures at the 
Kids to Kids Garage Sale. After shopping, head over to 
the Big Rig Gig to climb on and explore Madison’s fire 
engines, police cruisers, construction equipment and 
more!

Admission to Trucks and Treasures is free. Parking 
is also free and available on site, although it may 
be limited. Please visit http://www.cityofmadison.
com/parks/kids/TrucksandTreasures.cfm for more 
information.



VISION:
To provide the ideal system of parks, 
natural resources and recreation 
opportunities which will enhance the 
quality of life for everyone.
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John Olin Trust Fund from 1900’s 
Financing Today’s Projects
  Thanks to today’s planting techniques, and yesterday’s trust fund – 
Madison Parks are getting more and more beautiful!  
   This past summer, eight Olbrich Botanical Garden interns were 
hard at work. Not only were they working at the botanical gardens, 
but they were also creating memorable and functional garden 
spaces in several of the Madison Parks. And one of the most 
amazing thing about this project is that the funding came from the 
early 1900’s! 
   The John M. Olin Testamentary Trust from the early 1900s is 
being used to fund the park improvement projects with  interns. The 
Trust is interesting in the fact that it has two “arms” of beneficiaries: 
the City of Madison Parks Division and the University of Wisconsin 
Olin House, where the Chancellor lives.  The overall intent of the 
trust is to beautify and enhance the parks system.  Additionally, a 
founding tenant of Mr. Olin’s trust and beliefs were for the trust to 
spur additional philanthropic activities.  In the future we would look 
for volunteer groups to get involved in these projects, and to partially 
support them financially.
   “The Madison Parks system was built thanks to the forward-
looking citizens of the Madison Park and Pleasure Drive 
Association.   We are so fortunate to have the legacy and support 
from Madison residents a century ago, just as we do today.” Kevin 
Briski, Parks Superintendent, says. “I am so thrilled to work on a 
project that uses a donation of funds from the early 1900s that today 
funds and supports modern urban landscape projects and a student 
development intern program.”
   Thanks to the Olin Trust, eight interns from Olbrich have been 
splitting their time between gardening at the botanical gardens, 
and creating new plant beds in Madison parks, including Olin Park, 
Reindahl Park, James Madison Park and Goodman Pool.
   Aaron Wilkie, Olbrich Botanical Garden staff, says the new 
plants in the parks are not only decorative, but have environmental 
purposes as well. 
   “They are obviously there to look good, but what we are doing with 
the regular beds are putting native perennials in there, which are 
very drought-tolerant.”
   Wilkie also says gravel gardens are being created at the 
Goodman Pool and Reindahl Park, which are extremely drought-
tolerant and low-maintenance, which will keep the beds looking 
fresh all year–round. 
   While gravel gardens are not unique to the botanical gardens, the 
gardens are the first of their kind in the Madison parks, Wilkie adds. 
   Olbrich interns have also maintained flower beds on State Street, 
which will continue to be an ongoing project. 
   Thanks to the legacy of a great Madisonian and the hard work of 
today’s interns, these revamped and environmentally-sound flower 
beds are for all to admire and learn.


